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The concept of the New Negro developed during the Harlem Renaissance as an alternative to the 

old slave mentality and the repeated notion of Negro inferiority that dominated racial and social 

thought throughout the post-Civil War United States. This climate, often characterized by racial 

hostility and tension, gave rise to a body of literature including Jessie Redmon Fauset’s There is 

Confusion and Langston Hughes’ “One Friday Morning,” each of which explored the role of the 

black artist in realizing social equality and the notion of the New Negro as viable and imminent 

possibilities. Such works destabilized the notion of Negro inferiority while presenting an image 

of the racial wasteland that American society had become.  

 

Through their engagement with a modernist critique, authors such as Fauset and Hughes tried to 

replace the flawed portrait of racial complacency and hierarchy that dominated the American 

mindset while, at the same time, presenting the psychological reality experienced by the black 

artist of the time. In “One Friday Morning,” for instance, Hughes shares the story of the heart-

broken Nancy Lee, denied a scholarship on the basis of her race, as she attempts to envision a 

land free of ignorance and hate—the land, she eventually realizes, “we must make . . .” This 

paper will therefore begin to examine the complex role the African-American artists, Nancy Lee 

and Joanna Marshall, maintained during the Harlem Renaissance in reclaiming the voice and the 

vision of the black community (often misrepresented in the minstrel tradition) while advocating 

socio-racial equality in a country built upon notions of equality and the American dream.  
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