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February 10
th

 
6:00 pm 

The Power of Language in Resistance – Claxton Room 

-Moderated by Demetrius Noble, Adjunct Faculty, African American & African Diaspora 

Studies 

 
“Critiquing the Monolithic Black Rapper: Intertextuality as Lyric of Resistance in 

Chammilionaire’s Hip Hop Police” 

– Emma Kioko, Bryn Mawr College, English 

This paper takes a critical look at rap as highly intertextual and political. Drawing on psychoanalytic principles, this 

research situates rap at the center of powerful social critique and African-American oppositional art forms. Through a 

careful analysis of Chamillionaire’s 2007 rap hit ‘Hip Hop Police,’ this paper deconstructs the monolithic “criminally 

signified” black rapper.  

 

“Rhetoric in Gayle Jones’Corregidora” 

–La’Toni Cromes, North Carolina Agriculture and Technical State University, English 

Narrative writer Gayl Jones, took full advantage of the various communication methods and literary devices available to 

her in neo-slave novel Corregidora. In this essay, I’d like to propose that Gayl Jones utilizes main character Ursa to not 

only establish a writer/reader relationship but mainly to reveal Ursa’s ancestral history by employing the art of silence 

(rhetorical listening). Rhetoric has a variety of definitions ranging from, “the study of the effective use of language,” “the 

art of making persuasive speeches,” to “the speech or discourse that pretends to significance but lacks true meaning.” The 

act of listening is described in different ways as well, one meaning, “to give attention with the ear; attend closely for the 

purpose of hearing; give ear” and the other meaning, “to pay attention; heed; obey.” Gayl Jones strategically uses frequent 

muteness alongside streams of consciousness to challenge her readers to test the their trust in her as a writer, to trust that 

she will navigate them effectively through the narrative as a partner should in a kinship. I’d like to explore how African-

Americans find strength in their own silence to combat social issues. Does this silence pacify their oppressors or challenge 

them? 

 

“Sentiment & Abolition” 

—Natalia Hayhurst, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Spanish 

In her novel Sab, Gertrudis Gomez de Avellaneda tells us the story of a humble slave who secretly falls in love with his 

Master’s daughter, Carlota. Sab is consumed by agony and despair after realizing that Carlota was in love with Enrique 

Otoway, the son of a British merchant, Jorge Otoway. Despite of all his suffering, Sab continues to dedicate his life to 

Carlota until the day of his death, the same day Enrique Otoway marries Carlota. The purpose of my analysis is to explore 

the language and aspects of Romanticism as a gateway to propagate an abolitionist message. Avellaneda’s abolitionist 

approach/tendency demonstrates the author’s rebel ideals against the oppression and her unstoppable fight for the freedom 

and equality of the people.  

The  prototype of a slave as the hero who sacrifices his own life for love is a brilliant tactic by Avellaneda to propose the 

end of slavery in Cuba.  Avellaneda’s novel takes place during the second half of the 19th century. During this time,  Cuba 

begins its transformation into a capitalist economy as a result of US influence and capitalist interests.  These economic 

changes increased the demand for labor causing a massive importation of slaves from Africa (Garcia, Zanetti). 
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The Case for Black Nationalism –Alexander Room 

- Moderated by Porshe Chiles,  

 
“The Case for Black Nationalism” 

 –Dominick Hand, Emily McNair, Andrea Picou, & Shanquel Spellman, University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro 

A Black Nationalist ideology is the most effective way for people of color to fight for liberation. We will discuss the 

political, economic, social, and cultural ways that nationalism can have a positive effect on oppressed people of color, 

specifically people of the African diaspora.   

To discuss the benefits and drawbacks, we must first build a comprehensive working definition of nationalism. We will do 

this not only by studying nationalists and nationalist movements, but by delving into research done on psychology, 

economy, and media in the Black community. We will describe Black Nationalism in the context of the United States, and 

discuss the history, theories, most influential leaders, the movements themselves, and the role Black Nationalism has 

played throughout the 20th century in the lives of Black Americans.  

We will analyze the political benefits of Black Nationalism by explaining the role of the nation state. This is to discuss 

why it is crucial for people in the African Diaspora as a whole to reach political sovereignty. It is also important to place 

Black Nationalism within the Pan-African movement, and demonstrate why Pan-Africanism can have similar effects.  

We will focus on the benefits of group economics, and other ways an Afrocentric worldview can affect our wealth and 

quality of life. Political life is dominated by money, and economic oppression is one of the most salient issues facing 

Black people today. Economics plays an essential role in Black liberation.  

By discussing the psychological perspective, we can focus on how nationalism is healthy for people of color by supporting 

higher self-esteem and academic achievement, and offering protective aspects against issues like stereotype threat. We will 

include studying the media, and other ways images can influence our psychology. 

To conclude, in an atmosphere where the dominant narrative is shaped by White supremacy, encouraging positivity within 

all aspects of the Black community is overwhelmingly healthy. By taking a more Afrocentric approach to political, 

economic, and social discussions, we can find solutions to issues that have disproportionately affected Black people.  

 

7:00 pm 

Poetry Café – Alexander Room 

Moderated by Demetrius Noble, Adjunct Faculty, African American & African Diaspora Studies 
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February 11
th

 
10:00 am-10:50 

Race and Gender – Maple Room 

- Moderated by Sarah Jane Cervenak, African American & African Diaspora Studies and 

Women’s & Gender Studies 

 
“The Black Madonna: A  Sacrificial Birthing” 

 –Oni Crawford, North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, English 

This paper examines, through Black Feminist Existentialism, how Black mothers in fictional literature have had 

experiences that reflect the Black Madonna. It details how these same mothers have resisted these absurd circumstances to 

create new narratives of their experience. The purpose of this research is to manifest examples of how Black Feminist 

Existentialism applies directly to the experiences of African-American women in practicality as well as in theory. Black 

motherhood and the denial of said motherhood is a microcosm of the constructs of Western slavery and remains 

comparable to the Madonna and the strife that begets African-American women when absurdity and sacrifice become 

normality in their lives. This work adds to the current literature as it is a unique and precise comparison that explicates the 

complexities of the Black woman’s narrative. It provides a connection to literature as testimonial and therefore valuable, 

while also giving examples of how African-American women have humanized themselves through their actions and 

decisions. The literary and historical accounts connected to the literature referenced in the piece provide historical context 

for present-day struggles Black women may be having with the rearing of their children and understanding of their own 

identity as Black mothers.  

 

“Experience & Identity Development of Black Adolescents and Young Women” 

—Courtney Elisa Hudson, North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, 

Psychology 

In order to understand the experience and identity development of Black adolescents and young women, it is 

important to understand the intersection of race and gender, or gendered racial identity development. Courtney’s 

objective is to show how social views can clash with principles taught in the home and how it affects development.  

 

“We or Me: Rejecting Racial Essentialism for Authenticity with the ‘Act’ of Passing in 

James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man and Nella Larsen’s 

Quicksand  and Passing”  

– Zeba Khan Thomas, North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, English 

The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man, Quicksand, and Passing address the issue of “passing” and race loyalty, while 

also highlighting the subjects of authenticity and racial essentialism in the black community during the early 20
th
 century. 

The benefits or incentives to “passing” for these characters are readily associated with social privileges and economics, but 

what about the personal gain? Johnson’s unnamed narrator and Larsen’s character Helga Crane reveal that blacks who 

chose to “pass” gained the intangible benefits of self-worth and autonomy through their “act.” The juxtaposition of 

independence and authenticity in these texts address stereotypes of a supposed endeared racial essentialism within black 

communities. Does choosing to be disloyal towards a group or individual to dignify and uplift oneself intellectually, 

spiritually, or physically make one inauthentic? Johnson’s unnamed narrator, Irene, and Clare feel incomplete when they 

have to choose to identify as black or white, because in many respects, they feel as if they belong to both groups. In 

predominantly black settings, they are forced to acknowledge the “blackness” that they choose to hide for convenience or 

preference on a daily basis. This paper will discuss the issue of racial essentialism in the black community through 20
th
 

century texts, and its paralysis of authenticity for those who dared to fight for their individuality within their racial and 

socio-economic groups. 
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Representations of Black Sexuality and Health – Kirkland Room 

- Moderated by Shelly Brown-Jeffy, Sociology 

 
“Deep Like the Sea & Strong Like the Earth: Exploring the Ideal Partner Characteristics 

of Young Adult Heterosexual Black Women.” 

–Brenda Reavis & Dr. Buffie Longmire-Avital, Elon University, Psychology 

Research indicates that only 52% of Black American women (BAW) will marry by age 30, compared to 81% of White 

American women. Research also shows that BAW prefer a partner of the same race; however due to factors that 

disproportionately affect Black American men such as incarceration and early death rates, unemployment rates, and lower 

educational attainment, finding a desirable Black male partner is more difficult. Inability to find an ideal partner correlates 

with an increase of sexual partners over the life course, thus exposing BAW to health risks. The current study investigates 

why the discrepancy in marriage rates for BAW exists.  Particularly, we looked at which characteristics heterosexually 

active Black American women are seeking in an ideal partner as well as what three characteristics are considered non-

negotiable. Data gathered from 128 non-married Black American women (ages 18-29, mean age=23) who completed an 

anonymous survey was analyzed. The data was reviewed and an initial code book was created with previous literature as 

the basis. That codebook was then used with Atlas.ti . and data was analyzed for themes related the type of traits that 

BAW look for in a male partner. Then, unique themes that emerge from the data itself (which is a process in grounded 

theory approach) was noted and used to reanalyze the results for theory development. Three main themes emerged: an 

overwhelming desire for companionship, interest in the investment potential of possible partners, and a “tall, dark, and 

handsome” narrative. Surprisingly, the desire for a Black male partner was only mentioned 18 times as an ideal, and only 

once as a must have trait. Possible implications for this are that BAW who are highly educated or seeking higher education 

have learned not to expect Black American men to be a part of the pool of viable partners.  

 

“Considering the Absence of Black Women in Hookup Literature: Implications for Public 

Health.” 

–Wendasha Jenkins Hall, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Community Health 

Education 

Sexual health scholars have become increasingly interested in hookups—casual sexual encounters between 

individuals without the expectation of a dating or romantic relationship. With approximately 60-80% of college students 

reporting a hookup experience and the potential health risk posed by these sexual encounters, the need exists to critically 

examine this cultural phenomenon on college campuses in the United States (US). Existing hookup literature is 

overwhelming white and often exclusive of marginalized populations such as Black college women. To address this lacuna 

in hookup research, this review will explore the intersectional factors that influence the sexual health and wellbeing of 

Black women on US college campuses, including: the high prevalence of STIs, the stark gender disparities, and the low 

sexual-risk perception exhibited among many young Black college women. Suggestions for inclusion of Black women in 

the broader hookup discourse and future research will be discussed. 

 

 

“Racial Micro-Aggressions & Health” 

–Chelsea McQueen, Elon University 

More than half (52.9%) of Black American women (BAW) over age twenty are labeled obese, compared with 37% of 

Black men and only 33% of White women. BAW’s sociocultural experience has been shown to be a critical social 

determinant of health. A facet of this sociocultural experience is racial microaggressions, which are small actions that 

communicate hostilities or disregard toward a person as a result of their ethnic identity. While microaggressions are often 

not overtly racist, they frequently result in higher sensitivity and increased internalizing responses in BAW. This 

internalization produces race-related stress. However, there has been limited research that directly examines how the 

internalization of that experience is linked to both maladaptive and health-promoting behaviors among BAW. This study 

examined how race-related stress is related to maladaptive health behaviors in emerging adult BAW. Specifically, is race-

related stress a significant an independent predictor of exercise behavior and emotionally-driven eating habits? One 

hundred and seventy-nine BAW who identified as current college students or recent graduates (ages 18–25, m = 21) 

completed an anonymous online survey. A 3-step hierarchical linear regression with an R² = 0.31 found that emotional 



8 
 

eating is a function of race-related stress (B=.241, p =.015 ) in addition to body anxiety (B=.27, p =.001 ) and depressive 

symptomology (B=.27, p =.004 ). Further, race-related stress is the only psychosocial variable related to health-promoting 

behaviors. Higher reported levels of race-related stress are associated with greater frequencies in swimming (r=.16), yoga 

(r=.19), and exercise machine use (r=.223). The ongoing experience of racial inequities and the resulting oppressive 

structures BAW must navigate through can be internalized and related to psychosocial well-being and physical health. The 

implications of these findings will be discussed with regard to targeted interventions to reduce health disparities. 

 

 

Representations of Black Women – Alexander Room 

- Moderated by Adrienne Middlebrooks, Research Programs Administrator 

 
“Respectability Politics & The Burden of Positivity on the Black Female Actress” 

—Jacelle Cannon, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, African American & African 

Diaspora Studies 

My paper is on respectability politics and the burden of positivity on the black female actress. There is burden of positivity 

placed on black female actresses forcing them to take on roles of “positivity” or be ridiculed as an actress. For the purpose 

of this paper, positivity will be defined as ones embracing and enacting respectability politics on gender and sexuality. 

Positivity looks like a character with no flaws, only embracing her sexuality in a certain respected way. This burden of 

positivity however has not been placed on white women because of their privilege to have humanity, with all of its 

complexities and flaws. This burden has played itself out recently in contemporary prime time television, with Kerry 

Washington and her role as Olivia Pope in Scandal which will be the site and focus of my paper.  I go on to contrast Kerry 

Washington with Sarah Jessica Parker and her role as Carrie Bradshaw in Sex and The City.  

 

“Empowerment & Liberation in Black Female Sexuality” 

–Astrid Hacker, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, African American & African 

Diaspora Studies 

In this essay I focus on two main points. The first is the fine line that separates empowerment from liberation in regards to 

black female sexuality. In this essay I will challenge the idea that what empowers is the same thing as which liberates an 

individual. I will use the recent bell hooks panel discussion to emphasize the correlation between what hooks describes as 

the naming and defining of oneself and why this inevitably lead to her calling Beyoncé a terrorist.  Black female sexuality 

will always be tied to a form of violence against the black body. In this, the question of whether or not the violence often 

tied to black female sexuality can be reclaimed or resignified arises when talking about the recasting of black caricatures. 

The second point that I will discuss is feminism as an action in the direction of a positive change. To make this more 

specific, I believe that this must be a deliberate change brought about by a deliberate consciousness. bell hooks mentions 

that lack of a point of view is the equivalent of dehumanization. I argue that in the case of Beyoncé asserting herself as a 

feminist, she lacks both action and point of view in relation to her feminist claims. One must know where she stands in 

order to challenge the stance of society. The feminist as a person of action rather than simply a person of belief is so 

imperative to how we define feminism because feminism was created on the back of liberation efforts. I believe that where 

empowerment does not always liberate, liberation will always empower.    

 

“The Presence & Absence of Black Women in Chick Lit” 

–Adrian Gillis, North Carolina Central University 

Chick lit, a subset of women’s fiction written for and by women, rose to prominence in the 1990’s with Helen Fielding’s 

Bridget Jones’s Diary and Candace Bushnell’s popular advice column turned anthology turned television series Sex and 

the City. And later, authors such as Jennifer Weiner (In Her Shoes), Emily Giffin (Something Borrowed), and Sophie 

Kinsella (Confessions of a Shopaholic) brought increased interest and attention to the genre through their works. A typical 

chick lit novel depicts a white, single, heterosexual woman in her twenties or thirties navigating the realities of everyday 

life such as work, friends, family and dating. What I plan to examine in this essay is the role of the black woman--her 

presence and absence within the chick lit genre. As it stands, white women are the face of chick lit, and as such, 

mainstream novels of this genre are representative only of the white woman’s narrative. A black woman looking to see her 

reality reflected in novels written by any of genre’s most relevant authors will be sorely disappointed. White protagonists 
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are free to move through their lives unburdened by the institutionalized system of racism and oppression with which 

women of color—more specifically—black women, must contend.  Black women face obstacles that white women, 

because of the privilege that their skin color affords them, are oblivious to.  I will use Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary and 

Ernessa T. Carter’s 32 Candles to help me explore how this unique set of struggles manifests in chick lit and, moreover, 

what chick lit is for the African American woman.  

 

 

Black Gender Representation and Sexual Identity – Cone Ballroom 

- Moderated by April Parker, Community Organizer, Queer People of Color Collaborative 

 
“Homosexuality in the African American Community”  

– Dennis Ray Knight, North Carolina Central University 

Many years after slavery and segregation, African-Americans still suffers through the pain and destruction of 

discrimination. Through slavery and segregation, it is troubling to know African Americans discriminate within their 

community.  Within the African American community, homosexual men are the targets of this bias. I focus within the 

African-American community to a group of men and women that identify themselves as homosexuals or part of the 

LGBTQAI community. It is this group of people that are causing commotion and raising awareness about the treatment 

bestowed upon them by other African-Americans. My research utilizes the fictional and autobiographical works of a 

modern and renowned author, E. Lynn Harris from a queer theorist perspective. These texts include Harris’ first novel, 

Invisible Life, and his memoir, What Becomes of the Brokenhearted. I discuss how the African-American community has 

begun to separate themselves from these men because of their sexual orientation. Harris’ work highlights how the African-

American homosexual male is emasculated of his maleness because he chooses to love another man. Also, I will show the 

hypocrisy of the African-American Christian church’s views, treatment, and acceptance of homosexuality. Lastly, quite 

similar to the plight of African-Americans during slavery and segregation, I will show how the African-American 

homosexual loses his visibility in the world and is overlooked. There has been little to no conversation about these 

discriminatory practices. African Americans are not silent about their disapproval of discrimination and segregation of any 

kind. Yet, exposure of their own discriminatory practices would bring great shame to this community. My research will 

definitely spark conversation needed to eradicate such contradictory behavior. 

 

“The Privilege of Passing: The Historical Erasure of Black Masculine-of-Center Women.” –Ashley 

Lynch, Howard University, African Studies 

The assertion that black queer subjects epitomize anti-blackness mitigates a conclusion that there is only one type of 

“black,” and if this is true, who has the authority to articulate what character composition this “black” person should 

inhibit? The same myopic understandings and teachings that guided Eurocentric thoughts on blackness are now inserting a 

visceral girth in the understandings of what it is to be a black queer. Despite lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender, and queer 

(LGBTQ) rights being overwhelmingly relevant in the current discourse, black masculine-of-center women are often 

isolated from the history of their cultural communities. 

As we move further into the 21
st
 century, understanding the contemporary and historical affects of the Civil Rights 

Movement on the queer subject reinforces the importance of black queer masculine-of-center women asserting their own 

narratives and reclaiming their humanity without the neoliberal agenda of the ‘gay international’, as termed 

by Sokari Ekine and further perpetuating black respectability politics adhered to during the Civil Rights Movement. This 

research seeks to investigate and explore the ways in which black masculine-of-center visual artists intentionally use 

images and art to interrogate possibilities of a future that rests in dissolving heteronormative notions of blackness, 

sexuality, and identities that combat invisibility and silence and evoke a futuristic aesthetic in an era that 

proclaims LGBTQ rights to be the new civil rights movement of the 21
st
 century. 
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11:00am-11:50 

Black Religion & Theology – Maple Room 

- Moderated by Bill Hart, Religious Studies 

 
“Breaking a Slave’s Mind: A New Reading of Omar Ibn Said and Solomon Northrup” 

—Armondo Collins, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Department of English 

In his seminal work, The Psychopathic Racial Personality, psychologist Bobby Wright famously coins the term 

“mentacide” to describe the deliberate and systematic destruction of African-Americans’ minds by whites (Wright, 22). 

His work dates the practice mentacide back to slavery, but unfortunately offers no concrete textual evidence to support his 

claim other than the mental health statistics of Blacks living in 1970’s Chicago. Several 19
th
 Century slave narratives, 

however, bridge the gap between Wright’s claim and reality. These works clearly illustrate that whites used Christianity 

and torture to strip African-Americans of their human dignity and identity.  

Collins does a close reading of The Autobiography of Omar Ibn Said (1831) by Omar Ibn Said and Twelve Years a Slave 

(1853) by Solomon Northrup to make this connection. These two narratives show the violent psychological torture used to 

trap Africans in America. Omar Said’s person and image were controlled to A) create a narrative of white superiority over 

black African identity; and, B) promote the acceptance of the idea that slavery in the United States was a divinely ordained 

improvement for African, non-Christians. Similarly, Northrup’s kidnapping, torture and enslavement illustrate that whites 

used a Christian-themed narrative of black inferiority to enslave not only black bodies, but also black minds. 

A close examination of the Said and Northrup narratives supports Bobby Wright’s claim that during slavery whites 

displayed: predatory behavior toward other people and their land; a predeliction for the senseless destruction of nature and 

people; and the ability to persuade Blacks to support and protect them, even against their own self-interests.  

 

“Critiquing Christians: The Indictment of American Slaving and Racist Christians” 

—Anjan Basu, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, English 

Harriet Wilson’s Our Nig, or Sketches from the Life of a Free Black (1859) is one of the most recent African-American 

literary finds. While Wilson’s novel delves into the often-overlooked life of a free black in the north in order to illuminate 

the congruence between north and south, there has been little scholarship regarding the criticisms of American slavery-era 

Christianity (and Christians) found in the text. Wilson offers an indictment, not of the religion, but of its practitioners. This 

essay argues Frado, the main character of the novel, represents how religiously twisted and malicious American Christians 

were regardless of geopolitical positioning of north or south. Furthermore, when placed into context with slave narratives, 

there is little difference between Wilson’s indictment of American Christians (generally speaking) and Frederick 

Douglass’ indictment of “slave Christianity” in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845). 

Frado’s subaltern criticisms are examined by unpacking the dialogue between Frado, Mrs. Bellmont (Frado’s “employer”) 

and James and Jack (Mrs. Bellmont’s sons). Ultimately, Douglass and Wilson offer the same critique of slaving-America’s 

brand of Christianity; the Holy word was fine, American Christians were not. 

 

 

Experiences in the International Diaspora – Kirkland Room 

- Moderated by Omar Ali, African American & African Diaspora Studies 

 
“Achieving the Senegalese Dream: Transnational Narratives in Dakar and New York City” –

Olomayo Ojo, Elon University, International Studies 

As an active sending nation, many people in Dakar, Senegal have family or friends that reside in another country. While 

research has been conducted on the transnational space that is created by these migrants, the narratives that are shared 

within the space have hardly been explored. Using ethnographic methods, this research is a comparative analysis of the 

migration narratives shared in Dakar and New York City, one of the primary destinations for Senegalese migrants. 

Emergent themes include efforts to achieve “The Senegalese Dream”—material wealth, public display and sharing of that 

wealth, marriage, and respect within the community. Many narratives describe going to “El Dorado”—referencing any 

Western nation—as a particularly effective means of achieving this dream. While this research also suggests a growing 

counter-narrative tradition critiquing the unrealistic expectations people have about Western nations, the pervasiveness of 
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the “El Dorado” narrative encourages many people to go and remain until they are able to return with their own El Dorado 

story. Accordingly, this research reveals the importance of archetypal and counter narratives about migration as they 

highlight how people navigate idealized and realized expectations for migration in an increasingly transnational world.  

 

“The Impact of Antihatianismo on Haitians Search for Refuge” 

–Jordan Quashie, York College of Pennsylvania 

Anitihaitianismo is a racist bias against Haitians and people of Haitian descent by the Dominican people. The prevalence 

of Anitihaitianismo in the Dominican culture has been debated amongst Caribbean historians for years. Ernesto Sagás, a 

specialist in this topic, has stated that the Anitihaitianismo ideology predates to the beginning of the years of Hispaniola. 

Although Sagás has published numerous works on the history of Anitihaitianismo, such as his book, Race and Politics in 

Dominican Republic, very little scholarship discusses the role of Anitihaitianismo plays in contemporary Dominican 

society. Hispaniola is shared by two countries that differ in not only culture but ideologies. In the beginning years of 

Hispaniola, Haitian leaders put the Dominican Republic under their control. During those years, the Haitians caused major 

devastation to the culture and land of Dominican Republic; thus created what is known as Anitihaitianismo. This paper 

will discuss the presence of Anitihaitianismo in current Dominican culture, focusing on the tension between Haiti and the 

Dominican Republic, primarily after the Haiti’s Earthquake in 2010 and how the earthquake affected the oppression of 

Haitians in the Dominican Republic, due the dominance of Anitihaitianismo and will shed light on the discrimination of 

Haitians in modern Dominican Republic, by showing how the Anitihaitianismo ideology has sculpted the minds of the 

Dominican people and hindered the possible economic growth of both Haiti and Dominican Republic.    

 

 

“Blacks Against Imperialism” 

–Dhruv Pathak, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, African American & African Diaspora 

Studies 

When Anti-Imperialist organizing and activism are discussed it is typically seen as white men as the leaders of these 

movements, i.e. Abbie Hoffman. What is less discussed is the absolute necessity of black-led organizations of the 1960-

70’s as some of the most imperative leaders of Anti-Imperialist movements.  

In my presentation, I want to briefly discuss few of the organizations committed to fighting racism at home and abroad, 

manifesting in movements against the War in Vietnam. There are far too many black organizations involved in this 

movement to discuss, so I will focus on the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), by historically, tracing 

SNCC’s shifting political lines culminating in the adoption of “Black Power” and the implications on their position and 

activity in response to the Vietnam War. In hopes of reassessing the radicalization of the American youth and the 

demographics of the movements to show the absolute essentiality of black-led organizations as the impetus for radical 

change.  

 

 

 

Haunting & Trauma –Alexander Room 

- Moderated by Shakima Clency, Assistant Director for Residence Life 

 
“Transcending Land/Place-Based Historical Trauma” 

–Allison Guess, The Graduate Center at City University of New York, Earth and Environmental Sciences 

The grief for the loss of land and for the loss of home-place pervades black America. It constitutes a form of historical 

trauma. Historical trauma is defined by scholar Maria Yellowhorse Braveheart as a cumulative and psychological 

wounding across generations, including one’s own lifetime, emanating from massive group trauma. Historical trauma is a 

state of perpetual grieving for damage that has been done to one because one belongs to a particular group. When that 

damage is massive and repeated across time, even those who have not directly experienced the original trauma carry its 

imprints and its effects. The Black/Land Project often describes Historical Trauma as PTSD that you can give to your 

children and grandchildren.  

The goal of this presentation will be to demonstrate the Black/Land Project's unique coupling of historical trauma and self-

determination theory as a means to transcend land and place based historical trauma. This research is a critical 
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participatory action research (CPAR) project that is linked to community organizing and engagement. I will finish the 

presentation by highlighting how many Black/Land Project interview participants are transcending historical trauma 

collectively. I will present this material and research by means of a Black/Land side deck, that which I will prepare. By the 

end of this presentation, listeners will have a better understanding of historical trauma and the road to transcendence. 

Participants will also have an understanding as to how this can be applied to their own communities.  

 

“George Washington: A Rural Landscape of Displacement within Haptic Cinema.” 

—Tijah Bumgarner, Ohio University, Interdisciplinary Arts 

David Gordon Greene’s film George Washington (2000) is a portrait of the youth that enact a mature understanding of 

their world, however, their child like curiosity and naivety create the cultural landscape of the destitute rural town they 

occupy. The imagery of past industry through insinuated poverty, rusted infrastructure and a desolate main street create a 

sense of destitution in a postindustrial American South. The construction of the town by past industry leaves the children 

to see this space and their use of this place while dreaming of their possibilities to escape. The dreamlike sequences that 

exist within the narrative structure of George Washington situate Laura Marks’ concept of ‘haptic visuality’
1
. 

‘Haptic visuality’ informs an understanding of vision as embodied and material. This vision may be sensed during the idle 

summer in the South by the explorations of the African American youth. This style of exploration of the landscape 

signifies the importance of space and race within the film. The inescapable past of rural North Carolina situates the film in 

a cultural tangle of race and place that allows George Washington to explore through the visual presence of the black 

youth situated within a landscape of dilapidation. This paper explores how the cultural geography in George Washington 

is experienced through a haptic visuality of race. 

 

 

“Generational Hauntings” 

—Ashley Miner, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, Department of English 

I will present a critical perspective and analysis of the novel Corregidora by Gayle Jones. I will explain how one of the 

main themes in the book is a haunting that was passed down from generation to generation until the cycle is broken. The 

plot of the story began during slavery yet the issues are worked out in present day time. It is a book of the neo slave genre 

because it has an ancestor or elder there that serves as a guide but I’d like to suggest that the elder does not give advice for 

the good of Ursa, the main character. The narrative of the elder women that flow through the novel is exactly what haunts 

Ursa. The issues from the first generation are still very much so present in the life of the descendant even though times 

have changed. The main character Ursa still deals with the effects of slavery from four generations ago. They were 

prevalent and a definite factor in certain situations until she was able to identify them and was able to better understand 

herself and move on from certain circumstances that she once felt were inevitable. The process itself and in which it 

occurred can be viewed as an exorcism. This exorcism was necessary. I will use this critique of the novel as a parallel to 

the distress and hardships that exist in the black community today. I will explore the possibility that an exorcism may be 

needed for all parties to move on and heal. 

 

 

1:00pm-1:50 

The Butler –Maple Room 

-Moderated by Stephanie Baker White, Public Health Education 

 
“Analyzing (Re) presentations of African American Achievement in Lee Daniels’ The Butler.” 

 – Dr. Cerise L. Glenn, Brittanie Reeder, & Stephanie Walton, University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro, Communications 

The movie The Butler, released in 2013, is an independent historical drama directed by Lee Daniels. The Butler chronicles 

the life of Cecil Gaines (played by Forrest Whitaker) and is based on the life experiences of Eugene Allen, an African 

American who worked as a butler in the White House. The Butler has grossed over $176 million worldwide, making 
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Daniels one of the few African American directors to experience this type of commercial success in popular cinema. The 

movie begins with Gaines’ life in1926, when he was a child on a cotton plantation in Georgia. It chronicles his life upon 

moving to Washington, D.C. where he worked as a butler in the White House. The movie spans his life while working for 

U.S. Presidents through his retirement, during which President Obama, our nation’s first Black President, was elected.   

Although movies provide creative, cinematic forms of entertainment for mass audiences, they also function as a type of 

cultural pedagogy that informs audiences of “real life” experiences and values of various social groups, including 

traditionally socially marginalized groups (see Allen, 2010; Glenn & Jackson, 2010; Nakayama & Krizek, 1995). As a 

historical drama based on the life of Allen, The Butler provides an interesting exemplar for examining portrayals of 

African Americans’ lived experiences regarding civil rights. It functions as an American tale that reflects tensions in the 

United States regarding perceptions of African Americans from a historical political perspective. By examining the 

multiple characters and storylines in The Butler, this presentation critically analyzes the messages regarding how African 

Americans are represented as they negotiate cultural norms regarding race, class, and gender in conjunction with the 

attainment of civil rights in the United States.  Specifically, aspects of Fisher’s narrative paradigm (1984, 1987) in 

conjunction with intersectional frames of identity (see Allen, 2010; Collins, 2000; Glenn & Jackson, 2010) will be utilized 

to examine the storyline of achievement, particularly through American notions of class status. In this interactive session, 

audience reactions will be included along with discussion of comments from movie critics, family members of the U.S. 

Presidents portrayed in The Butler, and creative departures from Allen’s life to examine perceptions of intermingling 

“real” life with fictional dramatic changes to shape representations of African American achievement.   

 

 

Multiracial Identity & Experience –Kirkland Room 

- Moderated by Frank Woods, African American & African Diaspora Studies 

 
“Caucasia” 

–Carole Montgomery, North Carolina Central University 

The experiences of mixed race Americans was seldom discussed in pop culture or in literature until about five to ten years 

ago when the rise in biracial Americans desired to be identified as not black or white but both rose in the pop culture 

conversation . Since the decline of the racial passing novels of the Harlem Renaissance the phenomenon of racial passing 

has been limited in literature. The “passing” texts of the Harlem Renaissance dealt primarily with the surface issues of a 

biracial identity. The characters were concerned with upward mobility and escaping the hardships of a Black American 

racial identity and the psychological effects of a biracial identity were not discussed in great detail. These texts tended to 

neglect questions: How does having an ambiguous racial identity affect an individual’s self-identity? Does an ambiguous 

racial identity eliminate the ability to develop self-identity all together? These questions appear in recent works that 

continue the exploration of racial identity pioneered by their forerunners of the Harlem Renaissance.  

Danzy Senna is one of an emerging group of authors resurrecting the conversation on biracial identity and racial passing in 

the new millennium. Senna’s novel Caucasia focuses on the story of young Birdie Lee, whose racial identity is complex 

from birth through young adulthood.  

This paper will discuss Senna’s dramatization of Birdie Lee’s struggles with racial identity in America. As first person 

narrator, Birdie gives voice to Americans of her generation and younger who are able to be black, white or both. The 

journey towards identity is a difficult one for anyone; however, Senna highlights the journey of a young biracial American 

detouring from the conventional tragic mulatto outcome of self-destruction.  Ultimately, Birdie embraces the double 

heritage and her skin tone becoming a voice for the millennium mulatto. 

 

“Paintings by Inga Kimberly Brown: Figurative Narrations of Racial Blood Mixing in the 

Antebellum South” 

–Inga Kimberly Brown, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Fine Arts 

This proposal is an attempt to exemplify my research and art work. Throughout my undergraduate studies, I corresponded 

with prisoners who resided in isolation in United States Prisons, via the art through correspondence program out of Cornell 

University and headed by artist Treacy Ziegler, Open Window/ Prison Express. I had various gallery exhibits and 

exhibitions of my work.  My focus or thesis in my art is a subject that is very close to my heart and life, “Racial Blood 

Mixing in the Antebellum South.”  
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Black Identity –Alexander Room 

- Moderated by Armondo Collins, Doctoral Student, English 

 
“The Historical Rise of Choice: The Development of the Black Identity Through Expression, 

Opposition and Acceptance” 

–Kenneth Brown Jr., Paris Pratt, & Harrison Spencer, Jr., North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 

University, Social Work 

Upon entrance into this world until death identity is constantly evolving and substantiating itself within each and every 

individual. The choices we make in life will affect our identity as individuals or within groups of individuals. Historically 

speaking black identity development as a race has been analyzed and scrutinized since the dawn of slavery in America. It 

has also been defined and forced upon black people as a means to justify the ends without consistent and transparent 

accountability or acknowledgment as a problematic situation. At what point has the black community chosen to rise above 

the traumatic episodes of oppression and exclusion in order to truly establish a positive and remarkable identity as a group 

or as individuals? For this panel we will discuss historical moments in American history as markers of the reformation of 

black identity development within the black community. Another part of the discussion will be about the salient but 

somehow insignificant multilayered episodes and events of the “black experience”. We will also discuss the choices made 

in history in the personal and collective lives of those within the black community in regards to black identity development 

with a specific focus on the past, present and future within American society.    

 

 

2:00 pm-2:50 

Participatory Budgeting –Maple Room 

- Moderated by Ranata Reeder, Alumna, Communication Studies 

 

“Participatory Budgeting: Money Talks in Urban Communities” 

–Elizabeth Dam-Reiger, Dr. Spoma Jovanovic, Vincent Russell, and Nicholson Sprinkle, University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro 

This presentation examines how an innovative deliberative, democratic process called participatory budgeting (PB) can be 

used to cultivate civic-engaged, activist identities in African American urban youth.  

PB is a “liberating rhetoric” (Swartz, 2006) or counter-discourse designed for citizens to discuss the community’s 

spending priorities, make proposals for how to use a portion of the city’s budget for citizen-initiated projects, vote on the 

proposals, and monitor the progress of their decisions. PB was approved for use in Greensboro, NC in October 2014 by the 

City Council and will roll out throughout the city in the summer of 2015.  

Participants will review our curriculum/training materials and research with African American youth who partnered with a 

grassroots organization to introduce the idea of PB to community members in Greensboro. We see our methods as one 

way for African American urban youth to reframe and/or reclaim their activist identities rooted in the rich history and 

culture of Greensboro. That is, our research demonstrates the relevance and potential of African American youth voices in 

urban communities to contribute to meaningful social change. 

This highly interactive session first provides a brief background on PB, and our research methods and goals. Next, 

participants will engage in a mock-PB process (facilitated in part by the local high school youths involved in our research 

effort, their schedules permitting). As happens in the “real” PB process, participants will generate project ideas, consider a 

series of critical questions, and deliberate with one another, before voting for the ideas they most would like to see 

developed in their communities. Our session concludes with a discussion of how money talks in urban communities and 

how to provide a tangible pathway for youth to participate in and take leadership in local civic action. 
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Systemic Inequality –Kirkland Room 

- Moderated by Michael Cauthen, African American & African Diaspora Studies 

 
“Psychological Instability Among the Poor” 

–Liandra Wheeler, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Psychology 

Building on the insights offered by the developmental psychologist Dr. Lenora Fulani, as detailed in her paper “The 

Development Line," the following presentation examines some of the causes of poverty, why it seems to be a never ending 

cycle among poor families, and new approaches to human development that challenge conventional models and practices 

in psychology. Fulani’s paper delves deeply into how some of the foundations that our society was built on are the causes 

of poverty and how we can solve these issues by creating growth environments in the community by drawing upon some 

of the critical breakthroughs in the area of human development over the past century, including the work of Lev Vygotsky 

and Fred Newman. I focus primarily on the family dynamics of impoverished people in the United States and explore what 

forces within the home are exacerbating issues of poverty and keeping the cycle going. I believe there are multiple factors 

that cause families to remain in poverty; among the most influential are the welfare system, both culturally and 

institutionally, along with the dominant approaches to human development. Acknowledging these factors is a first step 

in helping to break the cycle of poverty among families. 

 

“How Youth and Adults of Incarcerated Parents Define Success” 

–Yasmine Arrington, Elon University 

The United States has the highest population of prisoners in the entire world and today approximately 2.7 million youth in 

the United States have a parent in prison. Many case studies and research (i.e. Western and Muller, 2013) shows that many 

youth, particularly minorities from low-income families, with parents in prison, are at a much higher risk of becoming 

imprisoned themselves and are at a higher risk for recidivism. This trend also perpetuates cycles of lower education levels 

and familial poverty to name a few. 

As an undergraduate who works with this population on a regular basis through the non-profit ScholarCHIPS, I have 

identified that there is a greater need for scholarly research, that instead of focusing on the negative effects of incarceration 

(now of which we are all aware), focuses on how more children of incarcerated parents manage to be successful in spite of 

their familial past and the factors that contribute to their success. Once these factors that contribute to their success have 

been identified and solidified through many examples, then perhaps school systems, advocate and mentoring organizations 

and policy makers can make steps to help resolve the issue of massive incarceration in the United States primarily through 

the channel of education and through the lens of the youth themselves. 

My research is a critical study which seeks to answer “How Youth and Adults of Incarcerated Parents Define Success.” 

My research includes a historiography of two individuals who had a parent in prison growing up, in which I analyzed any 

journal or diary entries and letters they wrote to their parents while in prison. In recapturing their stories I compare and 

contrast their struggles, their successes and identify what factors helped them to become successful despite their obstacles. 

In addition, to add current youth’s perspectives on success, I conducted a focus group with some youth with parents in 

prison and interpreted their thoughts. 

 

“Mapping Inequality: Residential Segregation and Community Asset Mapping in Greensboro” 

—Andrew Byrum, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, African American & African Diaspora 

Studies 

This research project broadly explores issues of racial injustice in Greensboro by concretely and specifically unearthing 

problems related to residential segregation. The project will both highlight existing residential segregation (determined in 

this study by the index of dissimilarity pulled from Census data) and its consequent myriad social consequences (i.e. 

Community asset disparity). With the guidance of several professors in the African American and African Diaspora 

Studies department and Sociology department, I plan on creating several maps via various mapping software outlining the 

positioning of various community assets (defined for example, as health care services or educational services) and 

subsequently attempting to draw a correlation between neighborhood racial makeup (residential segregation) and 

community asset frequency.  The results of this study could have immensely significant racial and sociological 

(connecting to larger themes like social mobility and race-based disparity in opportunity) implications not only for the city 

of Greensboro (a city with a veritable history of both civil rights progress (e.g. the Greensboro sit-ins) and racial conflict 

(e.g. the Greensboro massacre)), but for the state of widespread domestic thought concerning racial equality in 2014 (and 
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the age of “colorblindness”). The study will utilize both quantitative data and visual aids to support the project's results 

and conclusion. 

 

“Empathy and Ingroup Identity” 

—Shawn Ratcliffe, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Sociology 

 

Empathy is a psychological function that everyone has the ability to utilize and show toward other individuals or animals, 

but it can be increased when interacting with a member of an ingroup due to a shared identity. Individuals that face 

homelessness, much like racial minorities face institutional factors that prevent them from achieving higher status or being 

able to find work, much like many racial minorities face when it comes to finding work or housing due to the color of their 

skin. With both groups, racial minorities and homeless individuals, facing disparities and issues of similar caliber, it is 

hypothesized that this ingroup identity of oppression will resonate within racial minorities and cause them to contribute 

more to homeless individuals, regardless of having, on average, a lower disposable income. White individuals own 

majority of wealth in America and racial minorities face more monetary issues, on average, causing one to believe that 

those with more wealth would contribute more because of the surplus of wealth. By running a bivariate analysis of the 

variables of race and contributions to the homeless over the past year, it showed that in all categories, except for having 

not contributed at all over the past year, that racial minorities contribute more to homeless individuals compared to white 

individuals.  

 

Black Masculine Identity –Alexander Room 

- Moderated by Gerald Holmes, Reference Librarian & Diversity Coordinator 

 

“Needing to Come up in the World: Not Without Laughter and the Self-Made Man” 

 –Christopher Allen Varlack, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, English 

In her 1998 critical work, When Memory Speaks: Exploring the Art of Autobiography, Jill Ker Conway 

emphasizes the impact of Benjamin Franklin in creating another archetypal male life script—one that essentially 

“preempted much of the foreground of nineteenth-century male autobiography” (19). That pattern to which she alluded is 

that of the self-made man—a script she later traces in the autobiographical works of Frederick Douglass as well, both 

authors weaving impassioned “narrative[s] of self-creation within a society in which property and status were defining 

elements of the self” (23). This theme of self-creation, however, is not only found in the non-fiction works of the past. 

Fictional depictions of imposture and self-making are laden in American literature of the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries, particularly in the literature of the Harlem Renaissance where issues of property and status remained at the 

epicenter of the era’s ongoing social and cultural debate.  

In his 1930 novel, Not Without Laughter, for instance, Langston Hughes describes the character of Sandy 

Rogers, an African-American boy reared in rural Kansas at a time when the African-American people were afforded 

second-class citizenship at best. Throughout the novel, Sandy finds himself torn between two traditionally competing 

impulses: the desire to be a great man like Booker T. Washington and forge his place in the world or the need to pursue the 

life of the mind like W. E. B. Du Bois. While these two perspectives were most often at odds in the cultural conversation 

of the time, Hughes instead uses Sandy as the fusion of two necessary and valuable ideologies, avoiding a critical flaw that 

J. Martin Favor later cautions against in Authentic Blackness: Folk in the New Negro Renaissance. According to Favor, 

“privileging certain African American identities and voices over others” severely restricts the scope of “intellectual inquiry 

into the construction of racial identity” (3). In this novel and his other seminal works, Hughes attempts to correct this flaw. 

Not Without Laughter is then the multi-faceted story of self-creation and the struggle both within and without to 

forge a racial identity distinct from what W. E. B. Du Bois has termed “group imprisonment within a group” (67). This 

proposed paper will examine themes of black identity and community formation within this novel as a means of 

uncovering Hughes’ redefinition of “the New Negro” in constant construction and revision by Harlem Renaissance authors 

of the early to mid-twentieth century. By examining the character of Sandy Rogers and the ideologies that shape his 

definition of self, we can better understand the notions of property, status, and class that have historically complicated this 

discussion of the black identity and the self-made man. 

 



17 
 

Acknowledgements 

 
Dean Timothy Johnston and the College of Arts & Sciences 

 

Casey Thomas, Program Coordinator 

 

African American & African Diaspora Studies Faculty 

 

African American & African Diaspora Studies Ambassadors and Volunteers 

 


