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Regarded as l’enfant terrible of the Harlem Renaissance by Alain Locke, the Jamaican poet 

and novelist Claude McKay has often been described as a radical figure among his contemporaries, 

at times critical of the racial uplift ideology so heavily promoted as part of the era’s emerging New 

Negro Movement while also advocating for a Communist socioeconomic agenda to combat the 

racial and class divisions that he believed fractured the United States. Despite his interest in the 

social and political plan of the Soviet Union, much existing scholarship on McKay still envisions 

his fiction as a trilogy, denying the significance of later works such as Harlem Glory: A Fragment 

of Aframerican Life or Amiable with Big Teeth: A Novel of the Love Affair Between the Communists 

and the Poor Black Sheep of Harlem that were composed abroad or in response to his growing 

discontentment with the American Communist Party. These two works, however, published (or 

soon to be) after McKay’s death, are vital in reaching a more comprehensive understanding of the 

rebel sojourner. Just as his venture to the Soviet Union was an overt political act, as leaders in the 

American Communist Party feared he would call attention to the ways in which the organization 

disenfranchised blacks, these last two novels produced during his life were also sociopolitical acts 

intended on critiquing the American racial hierarchy as well as the Communist platform itself. 

This proposed paper will examine the ways in which McKay’s excursion across the Soviet Union, 

both physically and intellectually, shaped his post-War perspective on the American sociocultural 

condition as evidenced in the 2009-discovered Amiable with Big Teeth, set at the beginning of the 

second Italo-Abyssinian War. Examining this vital work and the comparison McKay offers of the 

U.S. and U.S.S.R social formations will therefore help us reach a better understanding of the great 

racial war taking place on the American home front and the conclusion that McKay reaches about 

the black utopia of which he was in constant search. 


