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Throughout the United States, the study of the humanities is considered one of the cornerstones 

of contemporary education. In order to shape and mold the next generation of well-rounded and 

socially-aware leaders, instructors at colleges and universities nationwide increasingly turn to an 

inter-disciplinary approach, incorporating not only literature review but also a multitude of core 

humanities influences from art to philosophy and other realms of liberal arts education such as 

world religions, psychology, and political science. Teachers of the twenty-first century or beyond 

must apply such cross-disciplinary approaches in order to engage students in the type of multi-

faceted discussion necessary to draw associations between the textbook and real life.  

 

For instance, with courses concerning humanities in the ancient and pre-modern world at Morgan 

State University, I attempt to bridge that all-too-present gap between the classroom and modern 

society by engaging students in an examination of the philosophical foundation that shapes our 

understanding of justice, morality, and the existing legal structures throughout the United States. 

In drawing a bridge between a range of influences from Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, Plato’s 

Apology, Thoreau’s notions of civil disobedience, Gandhi’s satyagraha, and King’s non-violent 

approach, students are able to understand the social contract theory at its core and some of the 

key philosophical arguments that shape our government even today.  

 

In the tradition of progressive education or student-led learning so popular across the country, I 

thus approach the humanities as a series of lessons and integrated activities aimed at developing 

student interests as well as providing some degree of interaction with the surrounding world. 

This paper will therefore examine this philosophy-centered approach to teaching and ways that 

the humanities can engage the legal profession in order to bridge that gaping hole often present 

between the classroom and the real world. 

  


